Johnson enters Oxford.
[A.D. 1
between body and mind is very general, and the parallel hold as to their food, as well as any other particular. The f of animals who feed excursively, is allowed to have a hig flavour than that of those who are cooped up. May there no; the same difference between men who read as their taste prorr and men who are confined in cells and colleges to stated task
That a man in Mr. Michael Johnson's circumstances she think of sending his son to the expensive University of Oxf at his own charge, seems very improbable. The subject was delicate to question Johnson upon. But I have been assured Dr. Taylor that the scheme never would have taken place not a gentleman of Shropshire, one of his schoolfellows, sj taneously undertaken to support him at Oxford, in the chara of his companion ; though, in fact, lie never received any as: ancc whatever from that gentleman7.
He, however, went to Oxford, and was entered a Commc of Pembroke College on the 3ist of October, 1728% being t in his nineteenth year3.
1 Andrew Corbet, according to Hawkins. Corbet had entered Pembroke College in 1727. Dr. Swinfen, Johnson's god-father, was a member of the College. I find the name of a Swinfen on the hooks in 1728.
° In the Caution Book of Pembroke College are found the two following; entries;—
' Oct. 31, 1728. Reed, then of Mr. Samuel Johnson Conn', of Pern. Coll. yc sum of seven Pounds for his Caution, which is to remain in ye Hands of yc Bursars till ye said Mr. Johnson shall depart yo said College leaving yc same fully discharg'd. llecd. by me, John Ratcliff, Bursar.' ' March art, 1740. At a convention of the Master and Fellows to settle the accounts of the Caution it appcar'd that the Persons Accounts unclcr-writtcn stood thus at their leaving the College :
Caution not Rcpay'd Mr. Johnson ^700 Battells not discharg'd Mr. Johnson ,£700
Mr. Carlyle is in error in dcscri Johnson as a servitor. He w; commoner as the above entry sh Though he entered on Oct. 31, hi not matriculate till Dec. 16. It on Palm Sunday of this same that Rousseau left Geneva, ani entered upon his eventful ca Goldsmith was born eleven days Johnson entered (Nov. 10, i Reynolds was five years old. E was born before Johnson left ford.
3 He was in his twentieth year, was born on. Sept. 18, 1709, and thercfoi'c nineteen. He was s what late in entering. In his L, Ascham he says, 'Aschatn tool bachelor's degree in 1534, in eighteenth year of his age ; a til life at which it is more common to enter the universities than to degrees.' Johnson's Works, vi. It was just after Johnson's enti that the two Wcsleys began to small devotional meetings at O>ilii lo Mr*.. 'I'hrale, who had lolil lii lhat '.he had on one occasion j;o ii[;aiii'.l (lie «i-.h «if her min-cs, staid: 'Thai the nnrseh f'reiied \s Mipply me durint; life with an a ditional moiive to Uee|i every ehi UN liir as is [in'i'.ilile, inn ul'a MUI-M jiower. A iiiii'sc made of coinuii mould will have a pride in ovi cmiiiii^ n child's rclnclanee. '['hi tin- few miiuU in which tyranny not dcli|,;hif'i!l ; power is Hoe     These  little   memorials  soothe  my person in all the moods and tenses.     mind.'   Annals^ p. 12.
